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Bragging Rights Come with Estes Park Fishing Derby

ESTES PARK -- Fish in Lake Estes during the annual Fishing Derby on June 5 and compete for the biggest
catch bragging.

The Fishing Derby is held at Lake Estes which is stocked with trout, mostly rainbows, from the Colorado
Division of Wildlife (CDOW) prior to the event that coincides with the CDOW'’s free fishing weekend the first
full weekend in June. This will be the 24th annual outing for the Estes Park event.

Between 250 and 300 people attend the Estes Park event each year to compete for prizes in age
categories. Prizes for the “largest fish” catch in four age groups - for one male and one female — will be
awarded. Age categories are 9 and under; 10-15 years; 16-59, and 60 and over.

The Derby begins at 8 a.m. and ends at noon. Derby day registration begins at 6:30 a.m. at the Lake Estes
Marina Store on the northeast side of the lake 1770 Big Thompson Avenue (U.S. Hwy. 34). Registration on
the day of the event is $4. In addition, the $5 day-use fee for vehicles at Lake Estes is waived on Derby
Day.

June 6 and 7 are “free fishing” days in the State of Colorado. Fishing licenses are not required by the state
on those two days.

ABOUT ESTES PARK

Nestled in one of nature’s most stunning locations, adjacent to Rocky Mountain National Park, Estes Park is an outdoor-lover’'s
paradise offering seemingly endless activities. Year-round pursuits fueled by “leg-power” include everything from hiking, horseback
riding, fly fishing, wildlife and bird watching. For the past three years, Estes Park has been recognized as “Colorado’s most popular
mountain vacation destination” according to Longwoods International. Estes Park is at the intersection of U.S. Highways 34 and 36
at the entrance to Rocky Mountain National Park.
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